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KinesicStatementAnalysis 
Technique

A method of reading handwritten 
ÅEmployment Applications         
ÅEmployee Statements  
ÅQ&A transcripts 

In order to
ωAssess suitability of candidates
ωIdentify areas of deception

This technique is also applicable to face-to-face 
and phone interviewing



KinesicStatement Analysis 
Technique

Å Physical Writing Characteristics

Å Word Usage



Line Counting

1. Count the number of lines where the person is 
describing things that are not the event itself.

2. Then count the number of lines that describe the 
act, the participants or the scene of the event.

3. Then count the number of lines that describe what 
happened after the event.



Line counting cont.

Liars will fact stack in one of two ways:

(i) in the major area of the event

(with no detail whatsoever in minor

areas), or 

(ii) in the minor areas 

(with no detail whatsoever in the major 
areas).



8 events/acts

In all statements remember the following 
cardinal rule: No one can remember more 
than 8 acts after something has occurred.

Å Count how many things they are 
remembering in their statement. If more 
than 8 things - when describing the act at 
hand ïit shows manufacturing of 
information. 



Pressure Point on back of 
Original 

Application/Statement

After looking at a written application or 
statement (and xeroxinga copy) feel the back 
of the original for pressure points.

ÅThe pressure points you can feel are areas of 
great stress and concern for the person.

ÅThese areas should be marked on the xeroxed
copy.





Physical Writing Characteristics

Physical Changes in Personôs Normal Writing Style

Writing rises or falls slightly below or above the line (if using 
lined paper) at the point of deception.



Physical Writing Characteristics

Physical Changes in Personôs Normal Writing Style

Space between words becomes larger or smaller at 
the point of a lie



Physical Writing Characteristics

Spacing within words changes, i.e. óf oun  dôinstead of 
ófoundô.

This indicates a hot area or an attempt to stall.

Left hand margin changes - where the first letter of the 
new line is slightly outside or inside the normal 
margin line. 

This indicates something may be stressing the person 
in that area. 



Physical Writing Characteristics

Size of words

ωWords written larger than normal ïmeans these 
words are important to the person as there is greater 
stress at this point.

ωWords written smaller than normal ïmeans the 
person is trying to hide, disguise and withhold 
something.



Physical Writing Characteristics

Capitals and lower case

ωWriting changes from capitals (printing) to lower case 
(cursive) ïperson is speeding up in that area

ωWriting changes from lower case to capitals ïperson 
is slowing down in that area

ωSudden insertion of a capital within a written word 
e.g. stRessïperson is stressed with, or at, that 
particular word.





Physical Writing Characteristics

Writing becomes darker or lighterin certain 
areas ïshows areas of stress.

Tip:Hold the paper up to the light



Physical Writing Characteristics

The Pause or Stallïthe most accurate indicator of 
deception.

The following indicators of a pause show where the 
person tries to buy time to work out what to write:

ωLarge gaps between words.

(As the hand moves across the paper the person 
pauses to think, thus making the space larger).



Physical Writing Characteristics

The Pause or Stall cont.

ωWriting extremely slowly

ωWhiteouts, erasures, cross-outs

ωTracing over words or retouching of words

ωScratching out complete words

(Be aware the person may simply have made a 
mistake).

ωShuffling of papers, realigning paper





Physical Writing Characteristics

The Pause or Stall cont.

ωTearing up the paper ïcould be a stall, the fact the 
person wrote something stressful or simply that they 
made a mistake.

ωAsking for a new pen or pencil, even though there is 
nothing wrong with the one they have.



Physical Writing Characteristics

The Pause or Stall cont.

ÅWatch if a person who is writing their statement 
suddenly takes the paper and moves it around on the 
desk.  The paper could be moved towards them or to 
different  angles for just a brief time. Write in your 
notes or remember what area this occurred .

This could be a disguised stall to check things out 
mentally for clarity. 



Physical Writing Characteristics

Loops become smaller and tighter or larger and more 
open in a problem area.

ωIndividual looped letters sometimes look taller and 
bigger than normal at the point of a lie.

Writing changes from cursive to printing constantly.

Person is slowing him/herself down in relevant areas.



Physical Writing Characteristics

Watch for the hand written application or statement 
that looks as if it has been typed in a small sized font 

The letters will be small, and/or difficult to read 
because of the size. 

This person is tightly wrapped, and deep down ready to 
explode . They are high strung and ready to go off.








